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nE 
Tie a 7 Real INTEREST. 
OF 
GREAT BRITALY, 0. 


H E Dy RE and hudable Aſſidu- 
ity of the Plenipotentiary Negoci- 
ators, the Laſſitude of the con- 
tending Parties, or perhaps, what 
is more efficacious, their prevailing Self- Inte- 
reſt, has no ſooner expelled Diſcard from 

theſe Farts of Europe, hich the has ſo long 
fag d with her Iron Sceptre, than the, in-. 
fernal Hag ſeams again to threaten, the Re- 
pola. wherewith we flattered ourſelves: 9 
the late happy Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace, by: 
her ſeeking Shelter among the Northern: 
115 1 5 om ſhe is arducuſiy würde 


40 

to embroil by the Violence of thoſe Commo- 
roy which ſhe is ſtriving to excite amongſt 
them: And fo eager and intent do thoſe 
Powers ſeem, upon their extraordinary and 
unùſual military Preparations, both by. Sea 
and Land, at this Juncture, as can afford us 
no other Proſpect than that of a" bloody War 
being upon the Point of breaking out amongſt 
thoſe neighbouting Nations, that have ſo 
long beheld the diſtant Blaze almoſt without 
Emotion or Concern. Altho' the Scene of 
Action does, indeed, appear too far diſtant 
for us to be any ways apprehenſive of being 
affected with the Diſturbances that may ariſe 
in thoſe Parts; yet the Engagements we lie 
under to the Powers concerned, may either 
prevent us from becoming idle Spectators of 
the Quarrel, or be made Uſe of to that Pur- 
poſe, by the Craft of thoſe who care not into. 
what foreign Broils they plunge their Coun- 
try, ſo that they can thereby any ways avail 
themſelves. 


- *Tis true, indeed, that we need not have 
the leaſt Apprehenſions of any ſuch Play from 
the preſent pacific M y, as they have 
40 lately ſhewn ſuch an implacable Averſion 
to War, as to forego all the Advantages that 
Providence could fling in their Way, either 
by giving us a Superiority over our Enemies 
by Sea, or diſtreſſing them with Famine by 
Land, in order to obtain Peace, and on ſuch 

19 reaſonable 


(7) 
reaſonable Terms as none, but thoſe whom a 
few Months more would have empowered 
to demand Carte. Blanche Terms, could in 
any wiſe object againſt. Tho ſuch is the 
pacific Diſpoſition of the preſent Men in 
Power, yet as we know not what are the 
true Motives thereof, or how long they may 
abide ſo, no more than what the Complexion 
of their Succeſſors, whenever they may hap- 
pen to reſign or be ſuperſeded ; it is there- 
fore the Duty of every one that has. any 
Property in this free Nation, or any Concern 
for the Liberties, Honour or Dignity thereof, 
to examine how far we are bound by Trea- 
ties to the Aſſiſtance of any Northern Poten- 
tate; and whether the Obligations that we 
are thereby laid under to any Power in the 
North, do remain firm, valid, and indiſpen- 
ſible by a due and reciprocal Performance of 
the Engagements ſtipulated on their Part, By 
ſuch an Enquiry, every one may ſoon be able 
to ſatisfy himſelf, whether the Meaſures that 
ſhall be entered upon on this Occaſion, are 
ſuch as proceed from a true Regard to the 
Honour and Dignity of the C-—n, and 
Welfare of the Kingdom, or are only cal- 
culated to promote the private Emolument 
of any Set of Men at the Helm of Affairs. 
To the Aſſiſtance of every ſuch diligent In- 
ſpector of national Tranſactions I adopt the 
following Sheets, apprehending that nothing 
can be of greater Service to my Country at 


preſent, 


321 OS 

preſent, than ſetting the Intereſt, of Great- 
Britain, with regard to the Northern Powers, 
in ſuch a true and impattial Light, as may 
ſerve to prevent our n any Miſcarriages 


in the Courſe of the impending Rupture, out 
of which we may find it hereafter difficult to 
extricate ourſelves. +x9 


In order to which, it is neceſſary to give 
the Reader a previous View of the Grounds of 
thoſe Feuds and Jealouſies, that have ſo long 
ſubſiſted among the Northern Crowns ; and 
which are now ready to burſt forth into open 
War,——Ru/je and Sweden are the two 
Powers that ſeem to be the moſt exaſperated 
n each other; and their Quarcel, tho 
often tried by Dint of Arms, and as often 
ended by patched-up Treaties, ſeems at preſent 
far from being ultimately decided, It is well 
known that after a long and bloody Conteſt 
between Charles XII. of Sweden, and Peter 
Czar of Mu/covy, the latter came off Con- 
queror; and the Swedes were ſo much im- 
poveriſhed and exhauſted by that long and ob- 

durate War, that, after Charles's Death, they 
were obliged to ſue for Peace: Whereupon a 
Treaty was concluded between theſe two 
Powers at Nydfadt, in the Year 1721; by 
the Tenour of which, Sweden was obliged to 
make a Sacrifice of ſome of her fineſt Pra- 
vinces to Rufſia; which Provinces having 


been her Ramparts and Bulwarks for many 
| N preceding 
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preceding Centuries, the ſurrendering of them 
was, in a manner, giving up her own Secu- 
rity to the Mercy of the Enemy, 


Tho' the Swedes were at that Time obliged 
to reſt contented with this Diminution of 
their Dominions and Power, nevertheleſs 
they ſtill kept an Eye upon the Recovery 
thereof, whenever Opportunity ſhould any 
ways befriend their Purpoſe ; which Diſpoſi- 
tion was much encouraged by the continual 
Inſtigations of France and Pruſſia, who both 
beheld the increafing Splendor of the Mu/co- 
vite Empire with no very favourable Eye ; and 
the more eſpecially ſo, as the Ry//ians were 
not only in ſtrict Alliance with the Houſe of 
Aufiria, but always ſeemed very well in- 
clined to aſſiſt it on any Emergency when it 


ſhould happen to be attacked, 


As this friendly Diſpoſition in the Ryfran 
Court, could not help giving much Um- 
brage to the two Powers afore-mentioned, 
who, upon the Death of the Emperor 
Charles, were reſolved to have a Pluck at 
the Auſtrian Eagle (with whoſe Plumes 
they have both ſince pretty well feathered 
themſelves) ſo they had no other way to di- 
vert it, than by inciting the Swedes, through 
the Promiſe of their Aſſiſtance, to attempt 
the Recovery of thoſe antient Dominions 
which Charles XII, loſt to Peter I. And 
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ſo well did they ſpirit up the Leaders of : the 
Prevailing Faction at that Time in Sweden, 
that the King was, in July 1741, obliged. 
to declare War againſt Ruſſia, though con- 
rary fo his own Opinion, and the greateſt 
Part of his Council, purely to gratify that 
Ardour which was raiſed among the People, 
ty the Influence of French Gold and P——7#z 
Nromiss. Whereupon they fitted out a 
lage Fleet, blocked up Petersburgh, ſeized 
upon ail Raſſan Ships they could light on, 
and rezgne} Maſters of the North Sea. Not- 
withſtanding this they ſoon became ſenſible 
of the Prowels of the Ruffia Arms, and of 
the Folly of attacking a Power, whoſe 
Troops were not only as good Soldiers as the 
Swedes, but alſo vaſtly more numerous. For, 
on the 27th of Auguſt following, General 
Luſcy, at the Head of the Ruffans, gave 
them a ſignal Defeat, near Wilmanſtrand, 
upon the Borders of Steediſb Finland, and 
afterwards took the Town Sword in Hand. 
A Revolution happening at this Time in the 
Rujjian Court, in favour of Elizabeth the 
preſent Empreſs, and the Winter approach- 
ing, there could not be ſo much Advantage 
made of this Victory as was at firſt expect- 
ed: And the new Empreſs, being apprehen- 
fve of ſome inward Commotions, that 
might happen to ſhake the Throne in which 
ſhe was not as yet firmly eſtabliſhed, ſeemed 
to lend a favourable Ear to Peace; but ſuch 
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(11) 
was the Arrogance of the Swedes, that» 
though but lately piriven out of the Field, 
they would agree to no Preliminaries, but 
upon Condition that Carelia, Wybourg, and 
the Diſtrict of Kexholm, three of the beſt 
Provinces of the Ruſian Conqueſts, were 
reſtored to them. But as thele Demands 


were too exorbitant for the _— who 


were Victors, to grant, they left off treat- 
ing; and, purſuing their Succeſs, ſoon drove 
the Swedes out of Finland, whereby they be- 
came Maſters of all that Province, Carelia, 
and Eaſtern Bothnia. 


The Swedes, being wearied out with the 
ill Succeſs of this War, and the Deluſion of 
French and p Promiſes, were ready 
to hearken to Peace on any Terms; and a 
Treaty was concluded between Ruſſia and 
Sweden, at Abo, on the 16th of June 1743, 
whereby, in Exchange for the Recovery of 
Finland, Carelia, and the Eaſtern Bothua, 
Sweden agrees to yield for ever to Riſia the 
Province of Kimi, with all the Branches of 
the River Kimi, excepting the Country on 
the Weſt Side of its laſt Branches; as alſo 
the Town and Fortreſs of Nyſlot, with a 
Frontier on the North and Welt Sides, — 
And, through the Wiſdom and excellent 
Management of his Swed;/þ Majeſty, Things 
have remained peaceably fince that Time, 
upon the Footing of this Treaty, notwith- 

| B 2 ſtanding 


(12) 
ſtanding the conſtant Hndeavours of the 
French Faction to promo g a Rupture be- 
tween the two Courts, in er to prevent 
the Ryſjians from being able to furniſh the 
Allies with any Troops : which, by this 
Means, they would have effectually prevent- 
ed, had the French Finances been able to 
anſwer the Swediſh Expectations; or the 
Britiſh Guineas at Petersburgh been ex- 


ceeded by the Reſplendency of French Louis- 
d'Ors at Stockbolm. 


As no People are more divided into Parties 
and Factions than the Swedes, therefore 
France could not find a fitter Country, 
wherein to extend her Influence. It the 
Britiſh Diſtinction of Parties, into Whig 
and Tory, has ever been reckoned ſufficient- 
ly ridiculous, the Denominations of thoſe of 
Sweden, which are called Hats and Caps, 
are much more ſo, But, however inſigni- 
ficant theſe Names may appear, yet, by the 
Hats is underſtood, in Sweden, thoſe that are 
the Friends of France, who are ſuſpected by 
their Fellow Subjects to have partaken of 
that Golden Temptation, which has ever 
been deſtructive to the Liberty of Free 
States, and to have fold the Independent In- 
tereſt of their Country for a Bribe,_ 
By the Caps, thoſe are comprehended who 
have ever been firm to the real Intereſt of 
Sweden, and are the fame with thoſe who, 
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in England, are called true Patriots; who 
are imagined too upright to be biaſſed from 
their Duty by any pecuniary Counſidera- 
tion. 


It was the virtuous and honeſt Caps that, 


ſoon after the aforementioned Peace * 


was concluded at Abo, choſe, under the 
countenance of Risſſia, the Duke of Holſtein 
Prince Succeſſor to the Crown of Sweden. 
Their preſent Monarch King Frederick, 
came to the Throne upon the Deceaſe of 
Charles XII. late King of Sweden (who was 
ſhot at Prederickſhall in Norway, Dec. II, 
1718) in Conſequence of his Martiage 
April 4, 1742, to Ulrica Eleonora, Siſter of 
the late King : But in the Year 1942, the 
King being then in the 67th Year of his 
Age, and having no Ifſue by his deceaſed 
Conſort, the Dyet of Sweden thought proper, 
in order to prevent thoſe Commotions that 
might ariſe after their Monarch's Deceaſe, to 
take into Conſideration the Settlement of the 
Succeſſion to the Swwed:/b Crown, The Con- 
teſt, which was very ſtrong, lay between 
Charles Frederick Duke of H olſtein-Gotterp, 
ſprung from the Blood-Royal of Sweden, 
and Prince Frederick of Heſſe-Caſſel, the 
preſent King's Nephew. The Intereſt of 
the former was ſtrongly ſupported by the 
Caps, under which Denomination were 
comprehended the Burghers, Clergy and 


Peaſants, 
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Peaſants, who were all under the Influence 
and Countenance of Ryf#a ; and the Nobility: 
and Courtiers, who were chiefly Hats, and 
under the immediate Direction of France, 
eſpouſed the Intereſt of Prince Frederick of 
Heſſe, with as much Vigour as the other 
Party did that of Duke Charles. The Di- 
ſpute in the Dyet on this Occaſion was ver 

warm, but at laſt the Choice fell on the 
Duke of Holſtein, who catried the Election, 


tho' but by a ſmall Majority. 


Tho' the Prince Succeſſor carried his Elec- 
tion by the Intereſt of the Caps, yet, by ſome 
ſtrange Infatuation, it has happened that the 
Hat Party are entire Maſters of his Per ſon 
and Principles, his Siſter being Conſort to the 
King of Pruſſia ; ſo that upon the Deceaſe 
of the preſent King of Sweden, which is daily 
expected, he being very old and infirm, it is 
not doubted but that the Succeſſor will be ſo 
far influenced by French Motives, as to de- 
clare War with Rufja ; and the more eſpe- 
cially fo, as after the Acceſſion of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth to the Throne of Ruff, 
ſhe had him declared preſumptive Heir to the 
Ruſſian Crown, all Proſpect of which he muſt 
abſolutely relinquiſh, the Moment he aſcends 
the Throne of Sweden. And it was but at 
the beginning of laſt Year, that the Hat Par- 
ty, under the Influence of the Prince Succeſ- 


ſor, concluded a new Treaty between Steeden 
and 


(489 
and Pruſſia, and alſo a Subſidy Treaty be- 


' twixt Sweden and France, by which the lat- 


ter is to pay the former 3,700,000 Livres 


within the Space of three Years, which per- 


haps the. French Court may nov perform 
more punctually than they could before; as 
in the Time of the late War, the Vigilance 
and Succeſs of our Fleets and Squadrons, 
gaye ſuch a Blow to the Commerce, Navi- 
gation and Naval Strength of France, and 
had fo. effectually blocked up the Spaniſh 
Treaſures in the Feft-Tndies, that it was im- 
poſſible for the French to make good their 
Stipulations withiSwegen ; eſpecially as they 
were fully apprehenſive of the Danger to 
which their own/Colonies were expoſed, and 
ſcyerely felt thoſe piriching Wants and extreme 
Miſeries that began to rage in the Bowels of 
their own Kingdam. Neither could the diſ- 
cerning Monarch that fills the Sed 
Throne, be any more deluded into a War 
with ſuch a potent Enemy as Ryfja, until he 
had better Proof than formerly, that France 
was both willing and able to make good her 
Engagements for, the Support of Sweden, 
Theſe concurrent Quſes, gave the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia free Liberty to ſend thoſe 30, 00 
Mercenaries, that G —7 B „n had bar- 
gained for, to the Aſſiſtance of the Allies. — 
But as a Peace was ſtruck up while they 


were on their March into the Netherlands, 


the boaſted Advantages that were propoſed 


from 
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from their dear-bought Aſſiſtance, all va- 
niſh'd on tho Signing of the N 


n 


It would be entirely foreion-t to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe; to enquire how much the 
Allies would have availed themſelves, if this 


Body of Mercenaries could have come up 


Time enough to have had a deciſive Stroke 
with the Enemy, and *fortunately have 
turned the Scale m our Favour before the 
End of the Campaign. —— It is ſufficient 
only to remark, that, in order to palliate 
the reſigning ſuch great Benefits at that 
Juncture, as were expected from ſuch a 
powerful Reinforcement, it was immedintely 
given out by the Undertakers of this — 
nary Job, that the Approach of theſe tre- 
mendous Northern Troops had ſtruck ſuch 
a Panick in the French, as induced them 
to hearken to Peace, on more reaſonable 
Terms than could be well expected from a 


Power, whoſe Arms had been fo ſucceſsful 


during the Courſe of -the War : Though it 


was well known, at the Time when this 


confident Aſſertion was broached; that the 


French had offered us Peace on the ſame, or 


rather better Terms, - a full Twelvemonth 
before the Riſſians began their long threat- 
ned March, and even long before the pecu- 
niary Treaty that ſet them in Motion was 
ſigned, So that upon the whole, the only 


Effect 
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Effect that reſulted from this formidable Bo- 
dy of Troops being taken into our Pay, was 
their becoming an heavy and uſeleſs Burden 
to us, which, conſidering their Advance- 
Money of 100,000 /. and the Charges of 
their March, which could not be leſs than 
700,000 l. may add at leaſt 500,000 J. to 
the National Debt. However the Re- 
mitting Job was for ſuch very large Sums, 
and probably fo very beneficial to the Un- 
dertakers, as by no Means to be relinquiſh- 
ed for any Advantage or Saving to the Na- 
tion, 


But, leaving the Shame and Venality of 
this uſeleſs Undertaking to the Managers, I 
ſhall proceed with my Enquiry into the Mo- 
tives of the preſent impending Rupture in the 
North. — France, either by her Artifices, 
or our Miſconduct, in the War, finding ſhe 
had reaped all the Advantage thereby that ſhe 
could well propoſe to herſelf, and compelled, 
as I before obſerved, by her Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities gladly embraced a Peace; on the 
Concluſion of which ſhe found the Auſ/{rian 


Dominions as effectually diſmember'd, as 


they would have been by the Partition that 
was propoſed to be made of them ſoon after 
the War began, and had the Pleaſure not 
only to view Territories of the Empreſs 
Queen disjointed, but alſo the Power of the 
Empire itſelf effectually rended by the Ag- 

C grandizement 
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grandizement of the Pruſſians at the Expence 
of the Auſtrians.” 


The Purpoſes of France being anſwered ſo 
entirely by the War, and that finiſhed fo 
much to her Satisfaction and Advantage, it 
would be ſomewhat difficult to conceive what 
Intereſt ſhe could have in fomenting any 
Diviſions among the Northern Powers, did 
we not know that the French always looked 
with a jealous Eye on the growing Power of 
the Ry/ian Empire, juſtly apprehending that 
it might one Day give a Check to their am- 
bitious Views, which France has been ſuſ- 


pected of cheriſhing in her Breaſt for many 


Centuries paſt ; however ſhe may as yet have 
been diſappointed in her Undertakings on that 
Account. And the Affair of Dantzick, the 
infamous and haughty Conduct of the Mar- 


quis de la Chetardie at the Court of Peterf- 


burgh, and ſome other Lights, have fo fully 
opened the Eyes of the Ruſſians, and fo plain- 
ly expoſed the Deſigns and- Management of 
the French, in thwarting the Power of that 
Empire, as has left the former no reaſon to 
doubt that France is an entire and irrecon- 
cileable Enemy to Rufja, and that their In- 
2 are manifeſtly incongruous with each 

other. 


The Umbrage that the Court of France 


has conceived at the increaſing Greatneſs 
f | tne 
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the Ryans, occaſioned her furniſhing, for 
ſome Years paſt, both Sweden and Denmark 
with large annual Subſidies ; as theſe two 
Powers appear the fitteſt to counterbalance 
the Ruſſian Strength both by Sea and Land, 
and the Succeſs of the Britiſb Navy, in the 
laſt War, has ſo effectually cruſhed the Ma- 


rine Power of France, that it muſt be ſome 


Time before ſhe can be able to ſend a Squa- 
dron of any Force into the Baltick, to the 
Aſſiſtance of her Friends, or Annoyance of 
the Ruffians : And as ſhe is ſo weak by Sea 
herſelf; therefore a cloſe and ſtrong Alliance 
with the Swedes and Danes is the more ne- 
ceſſary for her at this Juncture; as their united 
Fleets are at any Time a Match for the 
whole Naval Force of the Muſcovites. 


Having thus diſtinctly viewed the Motives 


that may induce France to have any Hand in 
fomenting the Northern Diviſions, let us now 
caſt our Eyes on Prufjia, and examine what 

are the Incitements, that ſhould. cauſe that 
potent and wiſe Monarch, to intermeddle 


with the Contentions ariſing between thoſe 


Powers from whom in Appearance he has at 
preſent very little to apprehend, or for whoſe 
ſeparate Intereſts he need have any Con- 
cern. | 


It is true, that this political Prince has 
cauſed it to be notified, that the unuſual Pre- 
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( 20 ) 
parations and Armaments which he is daily 
making, are deſigned only to put himſelf in 
a State of Defence in caſe of a Rupture among 
his Neighbours ; yet any one would think 
that the numerous and well-diſciplined ſtand- 
ing Army, which he conſtantly keeps up, - 
would be more than ſufficient to guard his 
own Territories, without the Aſſiſtance of 
thoſe 40,000 Men, which the French have, 
by Treaty, engaged to furniſh him with on 
any Occaſion, Neither can we imagine theſe 
Troops to have any other Deſtination, than 
for the Annoyance of ſome of thoſe Poten- 
tates, whoſe Wealth, Grandeur or Power 
have afforded him any Umbrage, And what- 
ever prudent or pacific Cover this Monarch 
may uſe to hide or diſguiſe his real Inten- 
tions, yet it may be remarked that even A 


fia and Sweden, thoſe Parties between whom 


the greateſt Animoſity can be thought to ſub- 
ſiſt, both pretend to have no other Views in 
making ſuch warlike Preparations at this 
Juncture, but only the Maintenance of the 
Peace of the North, by putting themſelves 
on their guard againſt each other, 


Tho! theſe ſpecious Pretences may be de- 
ſigned to amuſe the ignorant, yet it cannot 
prevent thoſe who have any Skill in Politics 
from imagining, that theſe vaſt and expen- 
five Preparations, are intended for no leſs De- 
ſign than that of altering the preſent State of 
tne 


( 21) 
the North, by recovering thoſe Territories to 
Sweden, which the Ruſſians are now in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of, and reducing the Marine Power of 
the Muſcovites in the Baltick. 


As the Swedes muſt be too ſenſible of their 
own Imbecility, to offer at the accompliſhing 
of ſuch great Points ſingly, fo it may be rea- 
dily ſuppoſed, that the Party amongſt them, 
whoſe Animoſity againſt the Ryfians is their 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic, may be glad to 
purchaſe the powerful Affiſtance of the King 
of Pruſſia on almoſt any Terms; eſpecially 
when it is conſidered, that he is Maſter of a 
numerous Army of regular I roops, inured to 
Diſcipline, elevated with Succeſs, and every 
Day ſtrengthened with choſen treſh Recruits, 
picked up out of all Countries. And what 
gives the greater Degree of Probability to this 
Conjecture, 1s the well-known Inclination of 
this Monarch to be eſteemed a Maritime 
Power, which he has long ago manifeſted, 
by more than once demanding, at ſeveral 
Courts, that Reſpect to be ſhewn to his Flag, 
to which only thoſe Nations whoſe Fleets 
command the Ocean, have any Right. And 
nothing can more effectually promote this fa- 
vourite View of that great Prince, than a ſtrict 
Union with Sweden, and aſſiſting them againſt 
- Ruſſia in the Recovery of their diſmembered 
Provinces ; eſpecially if they, in return for 
ſuch ſignal Services and Friendſhip, ſhould be 

brought 
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brought to make a Reſignation of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions in Pomerania, together with the Iſle 
of Rugen, to their new and powerful Ally, 
than which nothing could be more grateful to 
him, or more ſvitable to his grand Scheme, as 
theſe Territories would furniſh him with ſe- 
vera] new Ports and Harbours in the Balticł, 
which might, in Time, be fo well im. 
proved, as to afford him as great Power in 
the Northern Seas, as he at preſent is poſ- 
ſeſſed of on the Continent of thoſe Parts. 


This Scheme of dividing the North, and 


erecting a new Maritime Power in "thoſe 


Parts, will appear the more feazible and like- 
ly to be encouraged by France, if it is con- 
ſidered, that by the Pruſſians rending of Si- 
tefia from the Houſe of Auſtria, thoſe two 
great Powers are become ſo entirely irrecon- 
cileable in their Intereſts, that the French 
Have not the leaſt Appearance of any Thing 
to dread from their uniting again. And the 
transferring of the Sea-ports in Pomerania and 
the Iſle of Rygen, from the Swedes to Pruſſia, 

may ſo far increaſe the naval Power of the 
latter, as to enable it to aſſiſt their Ally, the 
French, in any Undertaking un the Northern 
Seas. And tho' Denmark might be very lit- 


. tle inclined to come into theſe Meaſures, on 


her own Account, yet her Engagements 
with France, and the large Subſidies which 
the has received from that Crown, without 

any 


(23) 
any other Return than only obſerving a Neu- 
trality with regard to the late War, may at 
laſt induce her to take Part in the Northern 
Diviſions, tho' ſhe has hitherto kept free from 
thoſe violent Agitations which have fo often 
moleſted the domeſtic Repoſe of her Neigh- 
bours. Neither have the Danes been want- 
ing to avail themſelves very much by their 
Tranquillity, as it has aftorded them a good 


Opportunity of extending their Commerce, 


which they have not been wanting to im- 
prove. | 


However near Saxony and Poland may be 
to the Scene of Action, yet it is hardly to be 
imagined, that they will concern themſelves 
in the Irruption; for ſhould either of theſe 
Powers have any Inclination to affiſt the 
Ruſſians, or ſhew any Diverſion in their Fa- 
vour; yet the near Neighbourhood and 
Power of the King of Pruſſia mult certainly 
deter them from eſpouſing any Party in this 

arrel, different from what that Prince 


ſhall be inclined to take. . 


The many Diviſions that have too fatally 
overſpread the Empire, will prevent the Ger- 
manic Body from coming into this Broil; 


neither is the Empreſs Queen obliged to be- 


come an Auxiliary to Ry/ja, as ſhall be more 
explicitly ſhewn hereafter. And as for the 


Dutch, they muſt certainly be too iptenÞ# 
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upon 1 the Advantages of Peace, and 
ſettling their own inward Commotions, to 
have any Regard to a Rupture between thoſe 
Powers, that lie at ſuch a vaſt Diſtance from 
the Territories of Holland. None of the 
Southern Powers of Europe can be imagined 
ſo far intereſted in the Affairs of the North, 
as to concern themſelves in any Quarrel that 
may break out in that Quarter. So that it 
only remains to be conſidered, What Part 
Great Britain ought to take on this Occa- 
ſion, in regard to her own Intereſt, Honour, 


Dignity, and Welfare? 


It will certainly be readily allowed, by all 
unbiaſſed Perſons, that it can never be for 
the Intereſt of any Nation, whole chief Sup- 
port is its Commerce with others, to enter 
into a War, either as Principals or Auxili- 
aries, when it can any way be avoided. 
Neither can the Intereſts of Great Britain 
be ſo cloſely interwoven with thoſe of any 
other Power on the Continent, not even ex- 
cepting the Hollanders themſclves, as to O- 
caſion the concerning ourſelves with every 
Broil may happen between them and their 
Neighbours. But through the ambitious or 
mercenary Views of our M——s, we have 
too often been lead to partake in thoſe fo- 
reign Quarrels, wherein, naturally, we have 
not had the leaſt Concern. And even on 


e preſent Occafion, would not any unpre- 


judiced 


(25) 
judiced Briton really think, that the In- 
tereſts, Commerce, and Dominions of Ruffa 
and Sweden, are too remote for giving us any 
Occaſion of intermeddling in a Rupture be- 
tween thoſe two Powers ? Then what Ex- 
cuſe or Pretext can that Party, Faction, or 
Set of Men have, who ſhall endeavour to im- 
merſe this Nation more deeply in Debt than 
it is at preſent, for the Support of either of the 
aforementioned Powers, with whom we can 
have no other Concern than a commercial 
One; which is more likely to be improved by 
retaining a pacific Diſpoſition towards both 
Parties, than by our intermedling with their 
Contentions ?-—The only Shadow of Rea- 
ſon that can be given for embroiling ourſelves 


with the Powers in the Baltic, muſt be ei- 


ther our Regard to the Maintenance of the 
Balance of Power in the North, or being 
obligated, by ſtipulated Engagements by 
Treaties, to the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the 
contending Parties. Both which Pleas ſhall 
immediately be ſeparately, explicitly and di- 
ſtinctly conſidered, 


And, Firſt with regard to our being any 
ways affected with the Maintenance of the 
Balance of Power in the North, if we 
thoroughly conſider the Meaning of that miſ- 
chievous and deluding Phraſe, we ſhall plain- 
ly find the Balance of Power to be no othes 
than a notional Term that has been uſed, 
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with regard to Europe, for about half 3 Cen- 
tury paſt, with no other View, Meaning, or 
Deſign, than only to involve Great Britain 
Into” every Broil which has happened during 
that Space of Time on the Continent, The 
romantic and ideal Notion of maintaining 
the Balance of Power in Europe, has lately 
coſt us many Millions both of Lives and Trea. 
ſure, and may, perhaps, if ever countenanc'd 
and purſued too far, endanger both the Li- 
berties and Conſtitution of this Nation. And 
what is this Balance of Power but a vague 
Term, an Eus Rationis, not to be conceived 
or explained by the wiſeſt Stateſman, or 
greateſt Politician living? Tis a deluding 


Hill & the Wiſp, that has often led old Eng- 
land into many a dirty Bog and Quagmire ; 
and to which no other Nation in Europe 
pays the leaſt Regard but our own. What 


other Kingdom or State ever, made the Ba- 
lance of Power the chief Object of Care but 
Great Britain, whoſe Meaſures ſeem, for 
ſome Time paſt, to be conducted by no other 
Motive than what proceeds from this imagi- 
nary Phantom ? or was it any Thing beſide 


their own immediate Safety and Intereſt that 


ever engaged any of the Powers of Europe, 
except ourſelves, into a War ? 


But our mofound and defigning Mo—rs 
and Stateſmen did not only invent that de- 
lufiveTerm of the Balance of Power! in Europe, 

"= "ar 


TT. 
but in order to ſervEtheir own fagitiousPurpo- 
fes, have lately found two other Terms of Art 
almoſt equally efficacious for their Turn ; i 
mean the Neutrality of Tah, and the Ba- 
lance of Power in the North, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of which three juggling Terms our 


M-——s may, if they pleaſe, find out a 
ready Pretence for drawing us into every 
War, and every Treaty, that ſhall hereafter 
be tranſacted in Europe. 


If, by maintaining the Balance of Power, 
is meant the preventing of any one Prince's 
becoming ſo potent as to preſcribe Laws to all 
his Neighbours; in that Caſe, indeed, we 
ought to be under ſome Apprehenſions, even 
for the Sake of our own Safety: But then 
we ſhould be well certified of ſome Poten- 
tates aiming at ſuch Power, and alſo of their 
being likely to ſucceed in the Attempt, be- 
fore we take Arms on any ſuch Occaſion, 
and not ruſh furiouſly into War on the Ima- 
gination of- the Balance of Power being in 
Danger, from every trifling Diſpute that may 
happen between any two Princes concern- 
ing their poor and barren Territories. 


It was this ghaſtly Phantom, of maintain- 
ing the Balance of Power, that induced us to 
take ſuch raſh Steps in Favour of the Queen 
of Hungary, as brought on a War between 
us and France, We imagined, that the 
9 2 Scales 
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Scales inclined to the Fremþ Side, and were 
for flinging ourſelves and the Dutch into the 
Balance, in order to reduce it to an Equi- 
librium at leaſt ; and when brought to this 
Poſition we flattered ourſelves with mighty 
Advantages therefrom, But what was all 
this with regard to the true and natural In- 
tereſt of Great Britain, as a trading Iſland, 
than only a fine ſpun Chimera of a fantaſti- 
cal Politician ? whoſe Scheme was ſoon adopt- 
ed by the crafty and knaviſh, who had other 
Balances to trim, beſide that of the Power of 
our Neighbours on the Continent, 


But to explain the Emptineſs of this Fal- 
lacy a little further, give me Leave to ask 
any reaſonable and unprejudiced Man, that, 
when ſome Years ago the Scale manifeſtly 
preponderated on the Auſtrian Side, in Fa- 
vour of the Emperor Charles VI. whether 
the Proteſtant Intereſt in general, and the 


national Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms in par- 


ticular, was in more Danger from the hard 
Uſage of that Prince to his Proteſtant Sub- 
jets, and his Machinations and Engagements 
in Conjuction with Spain, againſt the Peace, 
Liberty, and Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, 
than it has been at any Time ſince, even when 
France has found herſelf much more power- 
ful than the Houſe of Auſtria? Should any 
of our modern Balance-Maſters have the Ef- 
fronterie to deny what is ſo n, 1 
| a 
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ſhall only refer them to Hiſtory for the arbi- 
trary and cruel Uſage of the Emperor Charles 
VI. to the Saltzburghers, and other his Pro- 
teſtant Subjects; and alſo to the Treaty con- 
cluded at Vienna, between him and the King 
of Spain, wherein it was expreſsly agreed, 
that thoſe two Powers ſhould employ their 
joint Forces againſt Great Britain, in order 
to raiſe the Pretender to the Throne of theſe 
Realms; to take immediate Poſſeſſion of G7b- 


raltar, and to deprive us entirely, for the 


future, of all our Commerce both in Spain 
and the Weſt Indies. 


Another Queſtion I hope to be permitted 


to ask, in order to the clearing up of this 
Point, and that is, whether France ever at- 
tacked us in Fayour of the Pretender, unleſs 
we were at War with her? and if it is not 
manifeſt, from the late Rebellion, that the 
Court of France uſed the young Invader 
only as a Tool to forward her Deſigns in the 
Netherlands, rather than having any real Re- 
gard to eſtabliſhing him on the Throne; 
which, could it be brought about, perhaps 
in the End (as the French Miniſtry cannot 
be inſenſible) would prove the worſt Piece of 
Policy they ever undertook, 


If then the Balance of Power is more fa- 
vourable to the Proteſtant Cauſe, when the 
French bear heavier in the Scale than the 


Houſe 


Coſt. 


1 
Houſe of Auſtria, as is before evidently ſhewn, 
I would gladly know to what Parpoſe were 
all our Armaments and Expences during the 
laſt War, or whether our Neighbours, the 
Dutch, had not more Occafion to be appre- 


henſive of its being overturn'd than we, who 


are more remote from the Scales? In a 
Word, the longeſt Sword will always com- 
mand the Balance in its Favour, and ſo we 
lately found it by dear-bought Experience, 
notwithſtanding all our Attempts to the con- 
trary. 


The Balance of Power, amongſt our near 
Neighbours on the Continent, being ſuch an 
indefinitive, variable, and diſintereſting Thing 
to us, what Concern can we have with the 
Balance of Power in the North, or does it 
relate immediately to the Intereſt of Great 
Britain, whether Rufſia, Sweden, Denmark, 
or Pruſſia preponderate? Were the Swedes, 
in the Reign of Charles XII. leſs able or wil- 
ling to undertake an Enterprize againſt this 
Kingdom, or to invade it after they had loſt 
ſo manyBattles to the Cz AR, Peter the Great, 
of Muſcovy (and the Scale was on his Side) 
than they were before? I fear, that had we 


not received timely Notice of the intended 


Expedition from our Friends abroad, that we 
ſhould have experienc'd the contrary to our 


Again, 


L381: 


Again, what material Benefit did we find 
during the late War from the Balance being 
very much in Favour of Ruſia? did they 
ſend any Forces into the Field to the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Allies without a long Sollicitation, 
and at a moſt extravagant Price ? But more 
of this hereafter, when we come to conſider 
our Engagements with the Empreſs of Ruſſia. 


If then the Balance of Power in the North 
be ſuch an indiſcriminate and remote Point 
to the true Intereſt of Great Britain, to what 
Purpoſe would the large Expence of ſending - 
out a Fleet of Ships to the Baltic be, upon ſuch 
a Romantic Expedition, which has not the 
leaft Relation to our Safety or Advantage, 
other than plunging ourſelves into new Debts, 
for the Security of ſome Powers on the Con- 
tinent, at a Time when we are nothing-like 
able to diſcharge thoſe we have already con- 
tracted upon a fimilar Quixotiſm, 


Thus, upon the whole, it appears, that 
the Balance of Power is only a magic Spell, 
particularly uſed by the Merlins of Britain, 
to raiſe as many civil Spirits as they ſhall think 
fit to call forth on any Occaſion ; and which 
owerful Words have not the leaſt Virtue or 
fficacy to any ſuch Purpoſe, either in Holland, 
or any other Part of Europe; as all other 
Powers have too much Regard for their own 
| 1 
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immediate Intereſts, to be alarmed on any 
ſuch frivolous Pretence as the adjuſting a Pair 
of imaginary Scales, which, left alone to the 
Impulſe of their own Weights, would cer- 
tainly come to an Equilibrium at laſt, and 
perhaps much ſooner than with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of any foreign Counterpoizes. And the 
Truth of this Poſition is fully and plainly 
demonſtrated, by the Conduct and Behavi- 


our of the Dutch, who, if left entirely to 


their own Inclinations, without being ſedu- 


ced by any foreign Influence, would never 


enter into War meerly for the Sake of pre- 
ſerving the Balance of Power; and much 
leſs ſo, on Account of ſettling the Scales be- 
tween Ruſſia and Sweden; ſo that we may 
ſafely venture to depend upon their remain- 
ing unconcern'd Spectators in the expected 
Quarrel, whenſoever it ſhall break out, un- 
leſs they receive any Attack on their Liber- 
ties and Territories by any of the contending 
Parties. And furely this Conduct of our 


Neighbours, whoſe real Intereſt is ſo nearly 


allied to our own, ought to be imitated by 
us on this Occaſion, 


Having thus evidently ſhewn, that we are 


no Ways obliged to take Part in the Northern 
War, on Account of preſerving the Balance 
of Power in thoſe Countries, and that it 
would be the higheſt Foily, if not downe 


right Madneſs, to embark in a Quarrel be- 
tween 


(33) 


tween thoſe Powers with whom our imme 
diate Intereſt is not in the leaſt concern'd. I 


ſhall now proceed to examine how fat 


we are bound by Treaty to the Aſſiſtance of 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia, ami whether thoſe 
Engagements that Great Britain, and the 


Court of Vienna, lie under to her, remain in 


full Force from a due Execution by Rufſi4 


of the Stipulations that have ben made ori 


her Part, 


The Treaties to be conſidered, with Rela - 
tion to the preſent Point, are thoſe between 
the Courts of London and Petersburgh, in 
1742, and betwixt the Courts of Vienna and 
Petersburgh, in 1746; though the firſt of 
theſe was only a reciprocal Acknowledgment, | 
between the two Powers, of each other in 
their reſpective Situations ; yet, by the latter, 
the Court of Rufſia became obliged to that 
of Vienna, in ſuch ſtrong and indiſpenſible 


Engagements as muſt, had they been truly 


fufilled, have brought the Rufian Forces to 


the Affiſtance of the Empteſs Queen of Hun- 


gary, long before they were contracted for, 
as Mercenaries, by the Court of Great Bri- 
fam. 


As the Treaty between Ruſſia and London, 
in 1742, is little more than Matter of Form, 
in our acknowledging the Right of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth, e to Peter che Great, 

E Czar 


| (34) 
Czar of Muſcovy, to the Ruffian Crown, 
which ſhe juſt before recovered, I ſhall paſs 
by the Particulars thereof, and give my 
Reader a View of the principal Articles of 
the Treaty concluded in March, 1746, be- 


tween the Courts of Ria and Vienna, which 
will, I believe, afford an extraordinary Light 


into ſome late Meaſures, particularly that pe- 
cuniary Job of our hiring thoſe Troops as 
Mercenaries, which had ſo long before been 
ſtipulated for by the Court of Vienna, as 
Auxiliaries. e IE 


The zd Article of this Treaty runs in theſe 
Words, viz, © As the principal View in this 
* Alliance 1s, to guard reciprocally againſt all 
* Attacks and Damages whatſoever, and as 
© each of the contracting Parties deſires no- 
thing more earneſtly than to accompliſh, at 
all Times, this mutual Engagement, in the 
moſt uſeful and adyantageous Manner tothe 
ſaid allied Parties, according to the Means 
God has put into their Hands ; for this 
Reaſon it 1s agreed, by the preſent Article, 
that if it ſhall happen that her Imperial 
Majeſty of all the Ryf/ias ſhall be attacked 
or inquicted by any one whomſoever in her 


other Poſſeſſions, ſo that her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty of all the Ruſſias thinks it neceſſary 
to claim the Succour of her Allies, her 
Imperial and Regal Majeſty, the Empreſs 
of the Romans, ſhall ſend her, within the 
Term 
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Empires, Provinces, Territories, or any 
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9 Term of three Months, reckoning from 
© the Day of the Requiſition, a Succour of 
30, 00 Men, 20,000 Foot, and 10,000 
Horſe, which Auxiliary Corps of the Em- 
reſs Queen ſhall remain in the Service of 
r Imperial Majeſty of all the Riaſias as 
© long as the faid Attack or Vexation ſhall 
«* ſubliſt, 


* On the other Hand, if her Imperial Ma- 

« jeſty, the Empreſs of the Romans, ſhall be 

© attacked or inquieted by any one whomſo- 
© ever in her Kingdoms, Provinces, States, 
© or other hereditary Poſſeſſions, ſo that ſhe 
© ſhall find neceſſary to require the Succour 
of her Ally, her ſaid Imperial Majeſty of 
© all the Ryffas ſhall, in like Manner, ſend 
© her the above-mentioned Number of 30,000 
* Men, within the Space of three Months 
from the making of the Requiſition ; which 
Auxiliary Corps ſhall remain to her Ma- 
jeſty, the Empreſs Queen, as long as ſhe 
* ſhall continue to be attacked or diſquieted. 
. n which Occaſion it has been regulated 
y the high and contracting Parties, That 
29 Alliance, with reſpect to lending the 
Succours above ſpecified, ſhall not et 
with regard to either of the Parties, if the 
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* Empire of her Imperial Majeſty of all the 


* 


Ruſſias ſhould be attach d by Perſia, or the 
States of ber Imperial and Regal Majeſty, 


toe Empreſs of the Romans, in Italy, /hould 
E 2 . 
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 attack'd: Nor is this L ngagement 0 reach 
© to the War which now exiſts. in Taly, nor 
* to any other War which may griſe between 
© her ſaid Imperial Majefty and the Crown of 
Spain. However, the high contracting 
Powers have agreed, that in Caſe her Im- 
| * perial Regal Majeſty Mould be attack'd i in 
* 1taly, tho ſhe may not indeed require any 
© Snccour for the Defehce of thoſe States, 
yet her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſjas 
* ſhall. keep ready a Corps of 30,900 Men, 
c © 20,000 of Foot, and 10,000 of Horſe: 


In like Manner, if her Imperial Maj jefty 
© of all the Ruſſias ſhould be attack d by 
« Perſia, her Imperial Majeſty of the Ro- 
* mans ſhall alſo keep in readineſs 20,000 
© Foot, and 10,000 Horſe ; which reciprocal 
g Preparative ſhall be made by the two high 
* contracting Powers, that they may be more 
ready to furniſh mutually the 5 th 
Succour, if another War ſhould happen to 

« ariſe before thoſe in wad or Perſia be ter. 
* minated,” * 


And by the 6th Article of this Treaty, it is 
farther provided, that * if the ſaĩd Auxiliary 
* Troops of Ryfia, upon the Requiſition of + 
* her Imperial and Regal Majeſty, the Em- 
preſs of the Romans, are obliged to paſs 
over the Territory of any other Perſons, in 


that Caſe her ſaid Majeſty, the Empreſs. 


C * Queen, ſhall take Care to procure 15 2 
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a free Paſſage, and that they have Bread and 


Forage, as is regulated in the 5th Article. 
And in like Manner, her Imperial Majeſty 
© of all che Ruſſians, engages herſelf reci- 
* procally, to obtain a Paſſage croſs any 
« forgign Territories, for the Troops of her 
Majeſty, the Aera Queen, when ſhe 
© ſhall my Qcca 
cure their Subſiſtence upon the Focting 
© that has been regulated, &c. &c. 8 


What can be more plain than the mutual 
Stipulations in this Treaty? and what more 
evident, than that Ria during the whole 
Courſe of the War, between France and 
the Empreſs Queen, nevér performed one 
Tittle of her Engagements, tho' often called 
pon by the Court of Vienna, to fulfil them ? 
For tho the Raſſian Troops were not, by 
the Tenour of the afcregoing Treaty, to be 
employed againſt Spain, or in Italy; yet 
that certainly could be no Obſtruction, to 
their aſſiſting the. Empreſs Queen againſt the 
Power of France, in the Netherlands, 


The Court of Ruſſia, it ſeems, was too 


well 1 of the Neceſſity and Want of 
u 


their Succour in the Low Countries; and 


tho' ſhe was under ſtrong Obligations to the 
Court of Vienna, and it was her real Intereſt 


to enable the Allies to continue the War, 


till they might have it in their Power to pre- 
| x” ſcribe 


n for them, and, to pro- 


- 
1 — 


. | 
feribe Peace, yet, notwithſtanding all theſe 
ſtrong Motives and Inducernents, for ſend- 
ing the Ruſſians to our Aſſiſtance, not a Man 
ſtirr'd, till they were taken into Britiſh Pay 
as Mercenaties. Whether the Court of Ruſe 
ha had received any Intimation from Abroad, 
or foreſaw within herſelf, that this pecuniary 
Job, would be the Conſequence of her with- 
holding her Troops, and Relinquiſhing her, 
Engagements to the Empreſs Queen, Time 
alone muſt bring to light, 


- 


As this is the real State of the Caſe, be- 
tween the Courts of Vienna, Ruffia and 
London, I would willingly aſk of any im- 
partial and unprejudiced Briton, Who has 
no Turn or Intereſt to ſerve, but that of 
Old England, whether we are obligated in 

any Manner, by Treaty, to the Aid of the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, by ſending a Fleet into 
the Baltic at our own Expence? Ought we 
not rather to follow the Example, which 
the Ruſſians have ſet us, and wait till their 
Neceſſities ſhall compel them to pay us for 
our Aſſiſtance ; and ſhould any Umbrage be 
taken at ſuch a Behaviour, by that er, 
have we not a Right to plead the Lex Talionis 
ON ths Occaſion ? | 


What makes the Dependance of Ruſſia up- 
on a Britiſh Fleet being ſent into the Baltic, 


in caſe of any Diſturbances between herand her 
N eighbours, 
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Neighbours, and our Advances towards it, 


the more extraordinary at this Juncture, is 
the well known Behaviour of the Northern 
Powers to Great Britain, when in the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs. A Fact that is ſo recent and 


glaring, cannot poſſibly ſo ſoon have ſlipt the 
y; or can they, 


Memory of our M— 
ſurely, have forgot, that when lately their 
Countrymen and Fellow - Subjects were hack'd, 
hewn, tore in Pieces, and maſſacred Abroad, 
by the violent and inveterate Power of our 
Enemies, joined with the baſe, treacherous, 
and inſidious Deluſions, and Machinations, 
of our pretended Friends, and, when at the 


ſame time, this bleeding Iſland became a Prey 


to the Ravages of the Sons of Faction and 
Rebellion, who for a long time daily threaten- 
ed the Deſtruction of our Conſtitution, and 
the entire Extirpation of our Religion, Li- 


berties, and All that was dear to free born 


Britons. Did, I fay, at this dreadful Junc- 


ture, at this deplorable national Criſis, any 


one of the Great Northern Powers, tho' our 
Sovereign was in League and Amity with all, 


and allied by Blood to more than one of them, 


ſend a Man to our Aſſiſtance at this time of 
the greateſt Calamity, that this Nation ever 


fell into for ſome Centuries paſt, tho' they 


were all then in the utmoſt ſeeming Tiran- 
quillity with one another? If ſuch were their 


Friendſhip towards Great Britain in diſtreſs, 
and their punctual fulfilling of reciprocal 
Engagements to this Nation, that even her 
molt 


Nn 

moſt extreme Danger, could not detach any 
of them from their Avaritious Views, of 
ſeperate Self Intereſt, to her Succour, is ſhe 
not in Point of Dignity and Honour, bound 
to retaliate: ſuch inſineere Proceeding when 
| rtunity ſerves, rather than run herſelf 
into itretrievable Charges and immenſe Debts, 
for the Maintaining of Peace, Order, or Su- 
remacy, among thofe Powers who paid ſo 
ittle Regard to the miſerable Anxieties of 
theſe Kingdoms? \ | 


As Great Britain. had always manifeſted 
herſelf a ſincere Friend, and ſtrong Support 
to the growing Riſe of the Ruf/ian Empire, 
which it has often experienced from the fre- 
quent ſending of our Fleets and Squadrons 
into the Baltic, to ſupport that Empire in | 
every little Quarrel ſhe had with any of her | 
Neighbours ; Is it not ſurprizipg, with how 
little Concern ſhe could behold the deep Dif- 
treſs of a Nation, that had ſo often, and vo- 
luntarily, appeared ready to reſcue her from 
even the leaſt Appearance of Danger, that 
at any time ſhe was threatned with? But is it 
not much more aſtoniſhing, that this very 
Power, which could obſerve our dreary Situ- 
ation, at the time of the late' horrid Rebellion, 
with ſuch an extraordinary cool Eye of Indif- 
ference, ſhould have the . Arrogance to ex- 
or demand any Aſſiſtance from our 
Hands, of whom ſhe has merited fo very ” 

| _ tle? 
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tle? For it is well known, if the Court of 
Petersburgh had been ſanguine at that time, 
in the Intereſt of Great Britain, a numerous 
Body of Ryſtan Auxiliaries could have been 
. by their own Veſſels, as eaſily, 
and tooner from that Empire into the North 
of Scotland, than was the Body of Heſſian 
Mercenaries, which we were ſo long bar= 
gaining for, and which, from all Appear- 
ances, had. proved ineffectual in our Defence, 
had they been put to the Trial at laſt. Ang 
even this Conduct of the Court of Ruſſia 
towards us, may plead ſomewhat ſtrongly in 
Favour of our MM, for taking ſuch a 
Body of H — 1 Troops into Pay, on 
that preſſing Occaſion, as refufed afterwards 
to fight for want of a Cartel being ſettled, 
for the Exchange of Priſoners: A Conven- 
tion quite unprecedented, with Regard to 
rebellious Subjects; and the making of which 
would not only have been a great Diſhonour 
to the illuſtrious Commander, then at the 
Head of the Britiſhßh Forces, but have alſo 
afforded Matter of Diſguſt, to all thoſe true 
and faithful Subjects, who any Ways lignaliz'd 


themſelves, by their Duty to his Majeſty on 
that Occaſion, 


As we lie under fo little Obligations to 
the Court of Ruſſia, to induce us at ary Rate 
to intermeddle with the Quarrels between 
ber und the neighbouring Powers; ſo, cer- 


F tainly 75 
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tainly, we are under leſs to Denmark, if that 
Court ſhould be brought to participate in the 
Affair, by becoming an Auxiliary to the 
Ruſſians ; which, by the bye, is not at all 
improbable, *' when we confider, . that the 
Power of the Danes muſt, comparatively, 
obtain the more Weight, as that of the 
Swedes decreaſes. Therefore, I fay, ſhould 
Denmark find it her Intereſt to take Part 
againſt the Swedes in the Quarrel, yet we 
onght not, thereby, to be drawn into the 
Scrape, on Account of any Engagements that 
we can have to a Court, the M h of 
which could fo patiently ſuffer his Father- 
in-Law's Kingdoms, and his Wite's native 
Country, to be invaded by foreign Forces, 
and over-run by Rebels, at a Time when he 
wanted neither Men, Arms, Money, or 
Shipping, to ſend to their Aſſiſtance. If at 
ſuch a critical Conjuncture he could behold 
the Diſturbance of Great Britain with ſo 
little Regard, by having his Views ſolely en- 
gaged either on the Increaſe of his Commerce, 
or the more ſordid Acquirance of his Subſidy 
from France; ſhould not this Nation look 
upon any Ruptare in the North, even where- 
in Denmark may be intereſted, with much 
leſs Concern, as that Power, by her late un- 
natural Uſage, can expect, or indeed deſerves 
ſo very little Favour or Protection at our 


Hands? | 
DEE Though 
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Though not one of the Northern Powers 
fulfilled»their Engagements to Great Britain, 
on this preſſing Occaſion; yet the King of 
Pruſſia had the Honour and Generoſity to 
declare openly, that he would not only re- 
© pard thoſe Treaties that oblig'd him to fur- 
* niſh us with Succours, but alſo, if there was 
*any Neceſlity for it, he would put himſelf 
* at the Head of even 30,000 Men, and come 
© to the Aſſiſtance of Great Britain. Big 
whether our M ry neglected preſſ- 
ing that Monarch for thoſe Succours that 
were ſtipulated by the Treaty of mutual 
Guaranty and Alliance, concluded between 
Great Britain and Prisſia, the 18th Day 
of November, 1742, at Weſtminſter; or 
what Evaſions that politic Prince made uſe 
of to excuſe his fulfilling thoſe Engage- 
ments, which he was fo firmly bound to by 
the above-mention'd Treaty, and had to 
ſtrongly promiſed to obſerve, remains as yet a 
Secret, except to the Breaſts of thoſe who, 
at the Time of the late unhappy Difturb- 
ances, were at the Helm of Affairs. How- 
ever, It is certain, that had his Pru/ian Ma- 
jeity perform'd his Engagemenys to Great 
| Britain, we ſhould have had very little Oc- 
caſion to have ſollicited for uſeleſs Dutch 
Troops to be ſent. over at that Juncture; nei- 
ther would there have been any Necellity for 
F 2 our 
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our taking a large Body of unſerviceable He/- 
ian Mercenaries into our Pay. But as it ap- 
| peared that our M- ry had ſome Motives 
for taking thoſe Meaſures in that critical 
Tims, perhaps one, amongſt others, might 
be, that they did not think it politically ſafe 
to truſt the Preſervation of theſe Kingdoms, 
at ſo dangerous a Criſis, to an Army of Pru/- 


fians, with ſuch an enterpriſing Monarch at 
their Head, 


Pruſjia being ſo backward in ſuccouring 
us in that Time of our Diſtreſs, we have the 
leſs Reaſon for a punCtual Obſervance of thoſe 
Obligations that we may lie under to her by 
the atoreſaid Treaty of Wef?minſler on this Oc- 
caſion, even ſhould the unexpeRedly change 
Hands, and embrace the Part of Ry/ja in the 
enſuing Conteſt,” And whatever Part any of the 
Northera Powers may take in the Fray, yet 
it would be impolitic in our M——rs to ag- 

ravate the King of Pruſſia, by ſending a 

leet into the North Seas to ſupport any of 
his Antagoniſts; as they muſt be pretty ſen- 
ſible, ſhould that potent and fagacious Mo- 
narch take any Umbrage thereat, he might 
ealily find Means of fatisfying his Reſentment 
at the Expence, tho' perhaps not tg the real 
Detcunent, of Great Britain. | 


Thus, 
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Thus, as we have ſo lately found by wo- 
ful Experience, how little Dependance is to 
be laid on any of the Northern Powers for 
Aſſiſtance at an Emergency; ſo we ought to 
make our own Preſcrvation, Safety, and In- 
tereſt, the chief and only Objects of our Care, 
let whatſoever Contention ariſe among thoſe, 
that could behold the imminent Danger of 
Great Britain with ſo regardleſs an Eye. 
And as they cannot plead the Merit either of 
a punctual, or indeed any Performance of 
their reſpective Stipulations and Engagements, 
or of aſſiſting us voluntarily in our Exigen- 
cy; ſo neither can they reaſonably expect to 
find us ſo weak as to engage, on any Ac- 
count, in the Quarrel that may happen a- 
mong ſuch luke-warm and indifferent Friends, 
Allies, or Relations. 


Again: Might not our ſending a Fleet into 
the Baltic for the Succour of Ruſia be very 
ill looked upon by the King of Pr»/jia ? and 
does not his numerous and diſciplin'd Army 
lie too near to the Borders of our Sovereign's 
Electoral Dominions, not to make us cau- 
tious how we aggravate that potent and reſo- 
lute Monarch? The taking ſuch a Step 
would be highly impolitic in the preſent 
Juncture, as it might draw the Pruſſian Mo- 
- narch's Reſentment upon thoſe Territories, 

| which 
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which have more than once plunged E——24 
into great Difficulties and Expences, Much 
more might be offered on this Head, but 
chuſe to decline it 'till the Turn of Af. 
fairs happens to make it neceſſary to be more 
explicit on ſuch a diſagreeable Topic, 


All that I ſhall obſerve farther is, that tho 
Great-Britain was bound ever ſo ſtrongly, 
by the Stipulations of Treaties, to the Succour 
of Ruſjia, yet as that Court did not think fit- 
ting, during the late War, to furniſh the Em- 
preſs Queen with thoſe Avuxiliaries that they 
were bound to by Treaty, the Performance 
of which would have ſaved this Nation a 
Million of Money at leaſt, that therefore all 
Obligations, if there beany ſuch, between us 
and Ruſſia, ſhould be looked upon as void and 
forfeited, by the non-reciprocal Performance 
of her Patt with our Allies. 


Tho' the foregoing Allegations are almoſt 
{elf-evident, and need very little Apology for 
appearing in print at this Tume, when onr 
M. ts ſeem more zealouſly bent upon the 
Purſuit of a foreign Intereſt than a national 
One, yet, as they may appear ſomewhat ex- 
traordinary to thoſe who are too much preju- 
diced in favour of their own ſelfiſh Views to 
have a competent Regard to the Welfare of 


their Country; I ſhall take this 9 
0 
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of acquainting every true Briton that peruſes 
this Pamphlet, and has either the Honour, 
Dignity or Welfare of his Country at Heart, 
that it was not calculated to ſerve any private 
or pecuniary View or Intereſt; but only, as 
I have before hinted, to prevent our plunging 
into Embarraſſments, and running into im- 
menſe Expences, for the fake of thoſe who 
would not move a Man, or diſburſe a Far- 
thing, were it to fave Great-Britain from 
ſinking into the Ocean, Neither could I 
think any Thing more neceſſary to be laid 
before the Public at this Juncture when they 
have been apprized, by the Public News- 
Papers, that the B—/þ Ambaſſador at the 
Court of R, has actually aſſured them 
of our furniſhing them with Succours in caſe 
of a Rupture but through what Obli- 
cations, I leave the Reader of the foregoing 
Sheets to judge, 


In fine, as we have ſo lately had the Plea- 
ſure to ſee Peace once more eſtabliſhed, tho” 
perhaps but upon a precarious Footing, is it 
not incumbent on every one, that has the 
leaſt Regard for the Happineſs of his Coun- 
try, to prevent the reviving of War, which 
has always proved ſo deſtructive to theſe 
Wands, through imaginary Ties of Friend- 
ſhip or Honour, and what elſe can be the 
Conſequence of our ſending a Fleet to act of- 

fenſively 
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fenfively in the Baltic ? Will it not again 
tevive All thoſe Peuds arid Animoſities be- 
tween us and France, that are but juſt laid 
dormant ? So that it is a great Chance, if we 
purſue thoſe Meaſures for the maintaining 
the Peace of the North. which are at preſent 
in Agitation, but that inſtead of Auxiliaries 
in a Northern War, we, again become Prin- 
cipals in a Southern One. If, therefore, 
Great Britain has not Efficacy enough, by 
her Mediation, to reconcile the contending 
Parties, een let their own Swords determine 
their own Quirrels, rather than others, which | 
have already been too deeply plunged in 
Blood, for the Sake of ungtateful Neighbours 
and Allies. ; 
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